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Introduction 

Affiliate marketing does not have to be complicated. 

At its simplest, you recommend useful products or services to people who may benefit from 

them. When someone purchases through your affiliate link, you may earn a commission. 

The challenge for beginners is often knowing what to do first—and what to do next. 

This Affiliate Marketing Action Checklist gives you a straightforward path for building a 

simple affiliate marketing system. 

You do not need to complete everything at once. 

Start with the first section, complete the actions you need, and then move to the next. 

 

1. Choose Your Niche 

Your niche determines the audience you serve and the types of products you promote. 

• Choose a subject you understand or are willing to learn about. 

• Identify the type of person you want to help. 

• Identify several problems that audience wants to solve. 

• Determine whether products or services already exist that address those problems. 

• Look for affiliate programs serving your niche. 

• Make sure the niche gives you enough topics to create useful content consistently. 

• Choose a niche you would be comfortable discussing over the long term. 

Your Niche 

My niche: ______________________________ 



My primary audience: ______________________________ 

The main problem I want to help them solve: ______________________________ 

 

2. Choose Affiliate Products 

Don't select products based only on commission rates. 

The product should make sense for your audience. 

• Identify products that solve real problems for your audience. 

• Research the company offering the product. 

• Review the product's features and benefits. 

• Understand what the product does before recommending it. 

• Review the affiliate program's commission structure. 

• Review payment requirements and affiliate terms. 

• Obtain your unique affiliate link. 

• Keep your affiliate links organized in one document or spreadsheet. 

• Recommend products because they are relevant—not simply because they pay a 

commission. 

Products I May Promote 

Product #1: ______________________________ 

Product #2: ______________________________ 

Product #3: ______________________________ 

 

3. Create Helpful Content 

Your content gives people a reason to discover and trust you. 

Instead of constantly asking people to buy something, help them solve problems. 

• Identify questions your audience frequently asks. 

• Create educational blog posts around those questions. 

• Create beginner tutorials. 

• Create product reviews when appropriate. 

• Create product comparisons when they genuinely help readers make decisions. 



• Explain how products can solve specific problems. 

• Include practical examples. 

• Add affiliate recommendations naturally where relevant. 

• Clearly disclose affiliate relationships. 

• Include a clear next step for the reader. 

Three Content Ideas 

Idea #1: ______________________________ 

Idea #2: ______________________________ 

Idea #3: ______________________________ 

 

4. Build Your Traffic System 

Great content cannot help anyone if nobody discovers it. 

Choose a manageable number of traffic sources instead of trying to be everywhere. 

Possible sources include: 

• Search engines 

• Blog content 

• YouTube 

• Social media 

• Email marketing 

• Referral traffic 

Action Checklist 

• Choose your primary traffic source. 

• Publish useful content consistently. 

• Research the questions people are searching for. 

• Create content around specific problems. 

• Direct visitors to relevant resources on your website. 

• Include opportunities for visitors to join your email list. 

• Track which sources send visitors to your website. 

My Primary Traffic Source 

 

 



5. Build Your Email List 

An email list gives you a way to continue helping visitors after they leave your website. 

Instead of depending entirely on search engines or social-media platforms, you can communicate 

directly with people who have chosen to hear from you. 

• Create a useful free resource or lead magnet. 

• Create an email signup form or landing page. 

• Explain clearly what subscribers will receive. 

• Connect the form to your email marketing service. 

• Create a welcome email. 

• Deliver the promised free resource. 

• Send useful educational information regularly. 

• Recommend relevant affiliate products only when they fit the subscriber's needs. 

• Include required disclosures in promotional emails when appropriate. 

My Lead Magnet 

 

 

6. Create a Simple Affiliate Funnel 

You don't need a complicated funnel. 

A basic system can look like this: 

Helpful Content → Lead Magnet → Email List → Education → Relevant Affiliate Offer 

Action Checklist 

• Publish helpful content. 

• Include a relevant lead magnet. 

• Collect the visitor's email address with permission. 

• Deliver the promised resource. 

• Continue providing useful information through email. 

• Introduce relevant products when appropriate. 

• Send subscribers to helpful reviews, tutorials, or product pages. 

• Track which recommendations generate clicks and sales. 

 



7. Create Your Promotion Strategy 

Promotion works best when it is connected to education. 

Instead of repeatedly posting affiliate links, create useful content that gives people a reason to 

consider the product. 

• Write educational articles. 

• Create product tutorials. 

• Publish honest reviews. 

• Create useful comparison content. 

• Mention products naturally inside relevant content. 

• Include recommendations in appropriate emails. 

• Repurpose useful content for social media. 

• Use video content when appropriate. 

• Always disclose affiliate relationships clearly. 

• Avoid exaggerated claims or unrealistic income promises. 

 

8. Track Your Results 

You don't need complicated analytics when you're beginning. 

Start by tracking a few basic numbers. 

• Website visitors 

• Email subscribers 

• Affiliate-link clicks 

• Affiliate conversions 

• Commissions earned 

• Best-performing content 

• Best-performing traffic sources 

• Best-performing affiliate products 

Monthly Review 

Website visitors: __________________ 

New subscribers: __________________ 

Affiliate clicks: __________________ 

Sales/conversions: __________________ 



Affiliate income: __________________ 

Best-performing content: ______________________________ 

 

9. Improve What Is Working 

You don't necessarily need more products, more websites, or more complicated funnels. 

First improve what is already producing results. 

• Identify your most visited content. 

• Identify your most-clicked affiliate links. 

• Identify products generating conversions. 

• Improve successful articles. 

• Strengthen calls to action where appropriate. 

• Update outdated information. 

• Create additional content around successful topics. 

• Stop spending unnecessary time on activities producing little value. 

 

Your Simple Affiliate Marketing System 

When you put everything together, your system becomes: 

Choose a Niche 

↓ 

Understand Your Audience 

↓ 

Choose Relevant Affiliate Products 

↓ 

Create Helpful Content 

↓ 

Generate Traffic 



↓ 

Build Your Email List 

↓ 

Educate Your Subscribers 

↓ 

Recommend Relevant Products 

↓ 

Track Results 

↓ 

Improve What Works 

You don't need to build everything in one day. 

Complete one part of the system, make sure it works, and then move to the next. 

 

Quick-Start Action Plan 

If you're starting today, complete these seven actions first: 

• Choose one niche. 

• Identify one specific audience. 

• Choose one problem you can help solve. 

• Select one relevant affiliate product. 

• Create one helpful piece of content. 

• Create one simple lead magnet or email signup opportunity. 

• Promote your content and begin tracking the results. 

Once those pieces are working, improve the system gradually. 

 

Final Thought 



Successful affiliate marketing is not simply about placing links online. 

It is about creating a useful connection between: 

a person with a problem 

and 

a product that may help solve that problem. 

Build trust first. 

Provide useful information. 

Recommend products responsibly. 

Then measure the results and improve your system over time. 

 

Continue Learning 

For additional beginner-friendly resources about affiliate marketing, artificial intelligence, 

content creation, and building an online business, visit: 

MarketingWithMichaelELee.com 

 

Affiliate Disclosure 

Some resources recommended by Marketing With Michael E Lee may contain affiliate links. If 

you purchase through an affiliate link, Michael E Lee may receive a commission at no additional 

cost to you. Recommendations should always be evaluated based on your individual needs. 
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